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● Brainstorming/Invention Exercises: “Yes, and”
● In-Class Activities and Assignments
● Theoretical approach to cultivating students’ writing knowledge and literacies
Why improv? Why writing and literacy?  
- Viola Spolin                            - Geneva Smitherman
- Paulo Freire - Geneva Gay








“Criticality is deep and 
analytical thinking to 
understand power, 




“The judgment of writing is 
already a racialized and political 
act.” - Asao Inoue
Developing 
Improv Skills 






















Fail in order to 
create. 
Challenging Assumptions: Failure and Writing
Failure happens to bad writers.
Adapted from Allison D. Carr’s essay “Failure is Not an Option” in Bad Ideas about Writing. 
Failure is a sign 
of bad writing. 















● How do students’ experiences of failure and writing connect with issues of 
power, equity, and oppression?
● How can we use improv techniques and theories to unpack and change 
attitudes, perceptions, and practices about failure?
● How can we help students experience failure as something that is 
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